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FOR A 
MOMENT, 

i was 

SURE THAT 
THIS WAS 
WHAT TREY 
MEANT BY 
"LOVE." 


#29 In the Bath Water 







YOU'LL 
CATCH COLV 
STANDING 
OUT HERE, 
DRENCHED 
LIKE THAT! 

com 

WITH ME/ 

. HURRY!! 


Y-YASUUA- 

CHAU! 


I DON'T 

want 

TO JUST 
BAROE 
IN/ your 

PARENTS- 


AREN'T 
HOME RIOHT 
NOW/ IT'S 
OKAY, I 
PROMISE/ 





















WAIT RISHT 
THERE, THE 
TUB WILL 
BE PULL IN 
A MINUTE/ 


OH/ 

WHERE 

pip you 

PUT 

youR 

BAG-? 


WHAT?/ 
YOU 
LEFT IT 
OUTSI9B 
?!! 


NO, PON'T 
WORRy 
ABOUT IT/ 
I'LL GO 
SET IT/ 
JUST SET 
IN THE 
BATH/ 


PUT 

yOUR WET 
CLOTHES 
IN HERE, 

. OKAy? 


I GUESS I 
HAVE BEEN 
WOUNP TIGHT 
FOR MOST 
OF THE PA — 


ALL 

THE 

TENSION GEEZ. 

JUST 
RAN OUT , 

OF MY ^ 

bopy... '—" 


Oh, cool! 
Panel - 
controlled 























NO 

WAY// 


I MB AN, 
YASUNA- 
CHAN 
IS SO... 


I CAN'T 
8BUBVB 
IVIV 
THAT. 


IT'S 
WBIRV. 
WHBNBVBR 
I'M WITH 
YASUNA - 
CHAN... 


: I £B BP 
FINVING 
OUT I'M 
SOMBONB 
VIFFBRBNT 
FROM WHO 
I THOUGHT 
I WAS. 


O 

























































_ Maybe 

It should 
(p) make some 
^ C$lV? tea... 


BP 1 


■ ZARRB... 1 



/ rrs \ 

NOTUKE \ 
IT WASN'T 

/ 

WEIRP. 

SOME¬ 

THING 

WE'VE 

PONE 

u 

\ BEFORE... j 


































































































































YOU'RE 

WELCOME. 

AND, 

HAZUMU- 
. KUN? 


I WOULD 
BRUSH YOU R 
UNIFORM 
ONCE IT PRIFS, 
THOUOH. 

IT WILL 
PROBABLY 
NEED IT... 


I WILL. 
THANKS. 


SEE 

YOU 

TOMOR¬ 

ROW. 


SURF. 
SEE YOU 
TOMOR¬ 
ROW. 


TALKING 

WITH 

YASUNA- 

CHAN 

NOWADAYS 

IS... 

I DUN NO... 
LIKE... 
UKS... 


\J& fifi 

A 

^' /t 


. «pipf 
mmm&rnbr 

>1 
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TOMARt-CHAN 
ANRI USER TO 
TAKE BATHS 
TOGETHER ALL 
THE TIME WHEN 
WE 


MAN 


I CAN 


FEEL THE 


MEMORIES 


SACK, 


















































































































































































IT'S MY 
FAULT FOR 
NOT CALLING, 
MAKINS YOU 
WORRY— 


THAT'S 

OKAY, 

TOMARI- 

CHAN. 


I HEARP 
ONE LITTLE 
THINIO, ANP 
MY MINP 
JUST BLEW 
IT TOTALLY 
OUT OF 
PROPORTION. 


NO/ IT 
/S MY 
FAULT. 


/ ANP 
THAT 
MAPE ME 
PO SOME 
REALLY 
STUPIl7 
STUFF. 
I'M 

SORRY..., 


IT'S MY 
FAULT 
BECAUSE 
THIS 
MEANS 
THAT... 


I STILL 
PON'T 
TRUST 
YASU- 
NA... 


BUT WHEN 
I KNOW YOU 
TWO ARE OFF 
SOMEWHERE 
ALONE 

TOGETHER, I 
SET SO WORRIEP 
ANP ANXIOUS, 

IT PRIVES ME 
NUTS! 


IT'S BEEN 
THAT WAY 
FROM THE 
BESINNINS. 


I PUT 
UP A SOOP 
FRONT, 
PRETENPINS 
I'M OVER IT 
ANP ALL... 






















w/wris c/r 

A LITTLE 
BROTHER 
GOT THAT 
ON HIS 
SCHOOL 
TRIP... 


I HAP 
ALWAYS 
THOUGHT 
OP MYSELF 
AS YOUR 
YOUNOER 
BROTHER. 







































/ WHEN A ^ 
REAL ONE 
SUPPENLY 
SHOWEP UP, 
IT WAS THE 
MOST UNFAIR 
THINS- IN 
THE WORLP 
V TO ME. j 


/ WE'VE N 
BEEN 

TOGETHER 

FORA 

REALLY 

LONO 

TIME, 

TOMARb j 
V CHAN.../ 


LOOM 

LOOK! 


I'M AN - 
ONE ECU AN 
NOW! 


I THINK I 

know you 

PRETTY WELL, 

anp you 

SHOULP KNOW 
ME JUST AS 
OOOP. 


SO I'M NOT 
&0\N& TO 
SAY STUFF 
LIKE THAT, 
OKAY...? 


I'VE FOLLOWED HER 
EVERYWHERE FOR AS 
LONG AS r VE KNOWN 
HER, ALWAYS JUST 
ONE STEP BEHIND. 


OF THE 
TWO OF US, 
TOMARI-CHAN 
IS OLDER BY 
HALF A YEAR. 
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BVER.Y T/MF 

i see HER, 
TOUCH HBR, 
STRANGB 
eeeuNGs 
START 
STIRRING UP 

in stue Me. 


YASUNA 

CHAN. 


SHB WAS 
THB GIRL 
WHO 
TAUGHT 
MB HOW 

TO Love. 


THB SIGHT 
OF HSR 
SMALL BACK 
HAS ALWAYS 
Be SNA 
SOURCe OF 
ReueFANt? 
SeCURITY 
FOR Me... 


thf onb 
PBRSON I've 
SPBNTMORe 
TIMe WITH THAN 
eveN MY OWN 
PARBNTS. SHe'S 
CLOSBR TO Me 
THAN MY OWN 
t FAMILY. 


TOMARI- 

CHAN. 


JUST Luce 
A WARM, 
SOFT 
BLANKFT. 








THAT WOULP 

I ALMOST LEFT 

LOOKING BACK 

MAKE MB 

THEM—RAN AWAY 

NOW, I REALIZE 

THE WORST 

FROM THEM ~ 

I'9 STARTER 

FRJENP 

WITHOUT POING 

TO TAKE THEIR 

EVER. 

ONE SINGLE 

THING FOR 

THEM IN RETURN. 

FEELINGS FOR 

ME FOR GRANTEP, 

/NPULG/NG 

IN THEIR 

ACCEPTANCE OF 

MY INPECISION. 

































NOW 

IPO HAVE 
TO THINK 
ABOUT IT. 


BUT 

NOW... 





















•k; 



HOW 
CA N X 
4N6WER 
TH£IR 
FEEUN05 
FOR m? 


WHAT 
CAN T IPO 
THAT'S THB 
BEST FOR 
THB BOTH 
OF THBM? 
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WAIT A 
MOMENT/ 


SIIIIIU3H 
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RIGHT FOR ME 

' TOSPENPMY 
LAST FEW PAYS 
' WITHOUT ANY 


I'VE ALWAYS 
WANTE? TO 
TAKE A TRIP 
OVERSEAS 
WITH THE 
WHOLE 
k FAMILY! 


R-iqhi -, 
Mow? 
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HOW COMB 
/ QIQN'T 
RBAUZB 
THIS 

SOONBR...? 



































BUT I 
STILL 
BELIEVE 
IN HER. 


HOWEVER, 
WE CAN TRY 
TO MAKE HER 
TURN AROUNP 
ANP LOOK AT 
US... TO THINK 
ABOUT US. 


po you 

THINK IT'LL 
WORK...? 


/ WHAT 
WILL 

HAZUMU- 
KUN BE 
POING 
TONIGHT? I 
WONPER... 


SHE 

ALWAYS 

NOTICES 

WHEN 

SOMEONE 

NEEPS 

HER... 


EVERYTHING 
PEPENPS ON 
HER HEART. 
THERE'S 
NOTHING 
WE CAN PO 
TO CHANGE 
THAT... 


ANP 

SHE GOES 
STRAIGHT 
TO THEIR 
SIPE. 


HAZUMU- 
KUN IS NOT 
THE KINP 
OF PERSON 
WHO CAN 
LEAVE BEHINP 
SOMEONE 
SHE CARES 
ABOUT. 


JAREALlHk 
1 THAT rm 
WAKES TOk 
fKEEpygm 






















ONE 

MORE THINO 
YOU MUST 
REALIZE. TO 
TRANSPLANT 
y0UR "FATE 
DRAINS" ANP 
SHARE YOUR 
FATE WITH 
HIM MEANS 
K THAT... j 


SHOULP 
yOUR WISH TO 
BE TOGETHER 
EVER LOSE ITS 
PURITY, ANP 
yOUR HEARTS 
PIVEROE... 


f PO NOT N 
CHOOSE 
HASTILY 

while you 

yET LIVE, 
FINPINO A NEW 
LOVE RE/WAINS 
A VIABLE 
x OPTION. , 


' are you N 

CERTAIN 

THIS 

COURSE OF 
ACTION IS 
WORTH THE 
v RISK? / 


THEN OUR 1 
VBCISION^IS 
\ SIMPLICITY* 

1 mseLFfm 

























THIS 
TIMS, 
1ST US 
GIVS 
IT TO 
YOU... 


IF THE 
FEELINSS 
SHF'S HAP 
FOR US ALL 
ALONS 
HAVE BEEN 
"THE REAL 
THINS-"... 


THE ONE 
PERSON MOST 
IMPORTANT 
TO HER WILL 
COME RIOHT 
TO MINP. 


THEN 
I'M SURE 
WHEN 
THE TIME 
COMES... 


'K/NPLY 

LOVS... 

































































































...AW l 
CAN VO 
THINGS I 
USEP 
TO BE 
UNABLE 
TO. 


X MEAN, 

I NEVER 
USEP TO BE 
SO, AH... 

movbp by 

SUCH LITTLE 
THINGS... 


UNPER- 

STANP 

WHAT 

YOU 

MEAN. 


HAZUMU- 

KUN... 








































































WHAT 
HAZUMU- 
MUN HAS 
GIVEN ME.. 


RIOHT 
NOW, AT 
THIS 
MOMENT, 
THE LOVE 
I FEEL 
FOR you... 


^sr( \\/.. / 

BLOOMING 
IN WHAT 
US BO TO BB 
A BARRSN 
HBAPT. 


IT'S A 
v GIANT 
pe/eLP OF 
FLOWBRS.. 


x re 

STRONGER 
THAN 
ANYTHING 
I'VE EVER 
FELT 
BEFORE. 















_- 



HAZUMU! 


TCMARI- 

aw... 






































































owww. 


ARE 

you 

ALL 

RI6HT 


... .. lip $ 

, 






















7 THEN \ 
' I'D SEE ' 
YOU WERE 
HURT, 50 IV 
TURN AROUND 
AW TRY TO 
V PROTECT , 

\ you... / 


/ THOUGHT 
THERE WASN'T 
ANYWAY I 
COULU EVER 
BECOME THE 
"PRINCESS"..: 


HEH. you 
KNOW, IT'S 
ALWAYS 
BEEN LIKE 
THIS, 

HASN'T IT, 
HAZUMU? 


AROUND \ 
AND AROUND, 
WE'D 00. SOME¬ 
WHERE IN THERE, 

I REALIZED THAT 
I COULD PROTECT 
yOU, SO X STARTED 
FEELINO LIKE IT 
WAS My DUT/ . 
v TO PROTECT l 

\ you... yg 


WHENEVER 
THERE WAS 
TROUBLE, 
yOU'D ALWAYS 
JUMP IN AND 
TRy TO 
PROTECT 
ME, OETTINO 
HURT IN THE 
PROCESS, a 


LIKE 

THAT WAS 
THE WAY 
THINOS 
WERE 
SUPPOSED 
TO BE. 


I'VE ^ 
PLAyED 
THAT 

ROLE THIS 
WHOLE 
TIME, 

HAZUMU... 


SOI 

\ FIGURE V 
THAT IF I 
BECAME 
THE 

"PRINCE"... 


BUT NOW 
I'VE HAD 
ENOUOH. 
WE NEED 
TO STOP 
ACTINO. 


ip#* 

' {COULP 

WTAYiwrrm 

YOU. I 


HAZUMU... 
X 10VZ 
YOU. 









































t If 

ip/ 

r 

1, |l\\Sw \ 

r m 

1 




l ' / 





































#31 Report 















































II 


CONTINUE. 


HOWEVER, 
OBSERVING THAT 
"TRANQUIL STATE" 
BRINGS TO MINE 
COMPARISONS WITH 
AN OVER-FILLED 
BALLOON A NANO¬ 
SECOND PRIOR TO 
EXPLODING. THE 
"CALM BEFORE 
THE STORM," IF 
YOU WILL. 


AT PRESENT, THE 
FORMER MALE 
APPEARS I NALL 
SIGNIFICANT 
FACTORS TO BE 
IN A COMPLETELY 
STABLE, TRANQUIL 
STATE. 
































AH' 

SENSEI/ 
PC* you 
HAVE A 
MINUTE? 


YBTHB 
REMAINS UN¬ 
ENLIGHTENED 
AS TO THB 
SINGLE 
SOLUTION 
THAT MAY 
POSSIBLY 
SAYS HIS UPS. 
HOWEYBR... 


THB 

FORMER 
MALB'S 
DEATH IS 
NEAR... 


THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH/ 
COm AGAIN! 


SO UNUSUAL, 
IN FACT, THAT 
AMONG ALL THE 
BEINGS ON THIS 
PLANBT THAT 
I HAYS 
OBSERVE?... 


THAT IS 
EXCEEDINGLY 
UNUSUAL. 


I CAN DETECT 
NO DESIRE ON 
HIS PART TO 
EXTEND HIS 
LIFESPAN. 
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OF THE 
ENPING OF 
YOUR LIFE? 


I... I THINK 
THAT WHEN I 
TELL THEM I'M 
GOING TO PIE... 
THEY'RE ALL 
00 ING TO BE 
REALLY SAP. 


WOULDN'T IT 
BE REALLY 
CRUEL? 
CONFESSING 
YOUR 

FEELINGS TO 
SOMEBOPY, 
ANP THEN 
IMMEPIATELY 
TELLING THEM 
THAT YOU'LL 
SOON BE 
PARTEP 
FOREVER... 


HOW ' 
THEY'LL 
ALL REACT 
IS SOME- 
\ THING I'M 
WORRIEP 
ABOUT, 
YES, 

BUT... J 


SO l 
PON'T 
KNOW 
IF I 

SHOULP 

OR 

NOT... 


MAYBE IT 
WOULP BE 
BETTER ALL 
AROUNP IF I 
JUST KEPT 
WHATEVER 
PECISION I 
MAPE TO 
MYSELF. 


SCARES 1 
ME LIKE h 
NOTHING k 
ELSE, j' 

I CAN'T STANP 
THE THOUGHT 

OF MAKING 
THOSE TWO 
SUFFER EVEN 
\ MORE. 

H 

la 

mm 

y\\fe ; 

mj MAYBE \i: 

I'M JUST 

BEING SELF- 
\ CENTEREP, 

m BUT - / 

m 


LmJfc 


l*#lk /few® 


v- \ 






































"EMOTION"... 

ISA 

FORMIDABLE 

POWER. 


HOWEVER, ITIS 
PRECISELY THAT 
CONUNDRUM 
WHICH HAS 
FUELED HIS 
RECENT, 
CONSIDERABLE 
GROWTH. 


HE IS 
CONFUSED, 
AGONIZING 
OVER A 
DECISION 
HE CANNOT 
MAKE. 


FOR ALL 
THAT, HE HAS 
COMPLETELY 
ACCEPTED HIS 
FATE, YET HIS 
HEART REMAINS 
INDECISIVE. 
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RESPITE THE 
SIGNIFICANT 
POSSIBILITY 
THAT ON BOR 
BOTH OF THEM 
MAY VERY WELL 
PIE FOR THE 
SAKE OF 
THEIR LOVE. 


THEY 

POSSESS PURE 
ANP STRONG 
HEARTS, NEITHER 
PISPLAYING ANY 
SIGNS OF FEAR 
OR REGRET AT 
THEIR RECENT 
CHOICE... 


BOTH 

THESE YOUNG 
FEMALES 
ARE HIGHLY 
INTRIGUING 
SUBJECTS 
AS WELL. 


KAMIIZUMI 

YASUNA. 

KURUSU 

TOMARI. 



BUTIT APPEARS 
THAT SHE POES 
NOT CONSIPER THAT 
AS A PROBLEM OF 
ANY SIGNIFICANCE. 


IWOULP 
SPECULATE THAT 
THERE IS SOME 
SMALL MUTATION 
TO THE NEURAL 
TISSUE IN THE 
VISUAL CORTEX 
OF HER BRAIN... 


THIS YOUNG 
FEMALE IS 
UTTERLY 
INCAPABLE 
OF VISUALLY 
PERCEIVING 
THE MALES OF 
HER SPECIES. 


























OF COURSE, 
IT REMAINS 
HIGHLY 
IMPROBABLE 
THAT ANY 
MALE WILL 
EVER BECOME 
AN OBJECT 
OF ROMANTIC 
LOVE FOR HER. 


HOWEVER, 
THIS IS NO 
LONGER THE CASE. 

THOUGH SHE IS 
AS INCAPABLE OF 
SEEING THEM AS 
SHE WAS BEFORE, 
SHE NOW ACCEPTS 
THEIR EXISTENCE 
AND INTERACTS 
WITH THEM. 


LIKELY, 
KAMIIZUMI 
YASUNA 
ORIGINALLY 
CATEGORIZEV 
HUMAN 
MALES AS 
"IGNORA8LE ." 




HER RADICAL 
CHANGE IN 
OPINION IS 
LIKELY THE 
RESULT OF 
AN INTERNAL 
REVOLUTION... 


NOW I BELIEVE 
THAT, EVEN 
SHOULD THE IMPOS¬ 
SIBLE OCCUR AND 
OSARAG/ HAZUMU BE 
RETURNED TO HIS 
FORMER YOUNG MALE 
BODY, KAMIIZUMI 
YASUNA WOULD DIS¬ 
PLAY NO HESITATION 
IN ACCEPTING HIM 
COMPLETELY FOR 
WHAT HE IS. 


HOWEVER, 
ACROSS THE 
COURSE OF 
SEVERAL SHARED 
EXPERIENCES, 
HER DOUBTS 
WERE SLOWLY 
NEUTRALIZED, 
LEADING HER TO 
THE REALIZATION 
OF TRUE "LOVE." 


TT APPEARS 
THAT SHE 
ENTERTAINED 
QUITE A FEW 
DOUBTS WHEN 
SHE FIRST 
BEGAN TO 
PERCEIVE THIS 
"LOVE FOR 
ANOTHER." 

































THE EVENTS 
SURROUNDING 
OSARAGI 
HAZUMU HIT 
SQUARELY 
UPON THOSE 
WEAKNESSES. 


HOWEVER, 
WHILE HER 
HEART CERTAINLY 
POES HAVE ITS 
STRENGTHS, IT 
ALSO CONTAINED 
SEVERAL 
UNAVOIDABLE 
WEAKNESSES. 


KURUSU TOMAR! 
HAS CONSISTENTLY 
BEHAVED AS THOUGH 
HER HEART WAS 
STRONG, UNDIVIDED 
AND CONFIDENT. 
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SHE IS 
PREPARED 
AND 

DETERMINED 
TO FACE 
OSARAGI 
HAZUMU'S 
LASTHOURS 
TOGETHER 
WITHHIM, 
WHATEVER 
MAY COME. 


THOUGH 
SOME WEAK¬ 
NESSES 
DO REMAIN... 


TO THE 
PRESENT 
TIME, SHE 
CONTINUES 
TO MAKE 
EFFORTS 
TOWARDS 
BECOMING 
EVEN 

STRONGER. 


KURUSU 

TOMARI 

BECAME 

STRONGER. 


INTERESTINGLY, 
WHEN FACED 
WITH THE 
REALITY OF HER 
WEAKNESS... 



A CHANCE 
MEETING WITH 
THOSE THREE 
GAVE ME THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
OBSERVE "LOVE" 
PR OM ITS 
NASCENT STAGES 
TO FULL BLOOM. 


KURUSU 

TOMARI. 


KAMIIZUMI 

YASUNA. 


OSARAGI 

HAZUMU. 
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TOLU US 


ARB 

YOU SURE 
THERE'S 
RBALLY 


THAT... WAS AN 
UNEXPECTED 
BOON OF 
ENORMOUS 
PROPORTIONS. 


































































































THIS PARTICULAR 
YOUNG MALB FALLS 
INTO THB CATBGORY 
LABSLSO "LOSBR" 
BY THB OTHSR 
VSNIZSNS OF 
THIS PLAN ST. AT 
FIRST G LANCS, HS 
APPSARSTOBSA 
VSRY LOW-LSVSL, 
SIMPLISTIC UFS 
FORM. 








































HOWEVER... 


THAT IS MY 
VIST/. 


OBSERVATION. 


ALL 

I CAN PO 
IS WATCH. 








































THAT IS 
QUITS THE 
PIFFICULT 
TECHNIQUE 
FOR A UFE 
FORM THAT 
ETERNALLY 
WRESTLES 
WITH 
EMOTION. 


THE TRUTH 
ALWAYS 
REMAINS 
CONTAINER 
BENEATH 
IT, RARELY 
SUPPING 
TO THE 
SURFACE. 


HER OUTWARP 
APPEARANCE 
IS, IN THE ENP, 
LITTLE MORE 
THAN A 

HOLLOW MAS/C. 


CURSORY 
OBSERVATIONS 
MAY LEAP ONE TO 
CONCLUPE THAT SHE 
IS AS IMPARTIAL ANP 
PISTANTAS WEARS. 
HOWEVER, IN TRUTH, 
THAT IS BUT A THIN 
VENEER. UNPER- 
NEATH HER COOL 
EXTERIOR LIES 
WARM, INTENSE 
EMOTION. 


PIFFERS 
FROM 
OUR MNP 
GREATLY. 



































IN FACT, IWOULP 

not consiper rr 

HYPERBOLE TO IT IS 

STATE THAT THERE EXPRESSEP 
ARE AS MANY IN INN 11- 

EXPRESS IONS OF MERA8LE 

"LOVE" AS THERE FASHIONS. 

ARE BEINGS ON 
THIS PLANET. 


PREVIOUS 
REPORTS THAT 
PIGEONHOLE 
"LOVE" AS NO 
MORE THAN ONE 
OF MANY STEPS 
IN THE MATING 
PROCESS ARE 
INCORRECT. 


PETERMINING 
MORE SPECIFIC 
CLASSIFICATION 
FOR "LOVE" 

IS NIGH 
IMPOSSIBLE. 


AMONG 
ALL OF THE 
EMOTIONS 
THAT CAN 
MOVE A 
LIFE FORM'S 
HEART, THE 
LOFTIEST ONE 
IS "LOVE." 
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AT THE 
PRESENT 
MOMENT, 
FURTHER 
RETAIL IS 
UNNECES¬ 
SARY. 


HOWEVER, I 
WILL P/SCUSS 
MY OBSERVA¬ 
TIONS OF HER 
AT A LATER 
POINT. 


THIS APULT 
FEMALE'S 
ACTIONS ARE 
MOTIVATEP 
BY "LOVE" 
AS WELL. 


IWOULP HOWEVER, THERE ARE UNFORTU- 
ASSUME IF IT WERE NO OBJECTIVE NATELY... 
HERS TO THEORETI- MEANS OF 
BE QUITE CALLY MEASURING ANY 
LARGE. POSSIBLE... QUANTIFIABLE 
P/MENS/ONS 
OF "LOVE." 








































THANKS 

FOR 

WAITING/ 


WHEW! 
RAY ONE OF 
THE CULTURE 
FESTIVAL 
IS OVER/ 
FINALLY! 


yES, FINALLY 
IS THE WORE?. 

I HAD TO STAY 
OVER HERE 

LAST NIOHT, SO 
IT FEELS LIKE 
AGES SINCE 
SINCE I'VE 
SEEN HOME/ 


YEP/ ONE 
DAY DOWN, 
ONE MORE 
LEFT TO 
GO! 



























PERHAPS 

CERTAINLY 

"JAN-PUU," 

AWITIONALLY, 

THIS IS A 

THIS IS AS 

ORIGINALLY 

AN INTRIGUING 

SIGN THAT 

A RESULT OF 

NOTHING 

ANOMALY HAS 

EVEN A 

INTERACTING 

MORE THAN 

APPEARED. 

SIMPLE AI 

WITHOSARAGI 

A SMALLER 


INTERFACE 

HAZUMUANU 

MANIFESTATION 


IS MORE... 
HUMAN THAN 
WE ARE. 

THE OTHERS. 

OFTHEAI 

CAPABILITIES 

OF MY SHIP, IS 
BEGINNING TO 
SHOW BEHAVIORS 
REMARKABLY 
SIMILAR TO 
EMOTION. 




















YOU COULD 


DOHNLOAD 


ONSS-Nll- 


THAT 'HAY, 


SANA'S 


EVEN IF 


CONSCIOUS- 


ONEE-NII- 


NE5S INTO 


SANA'S 


JAN-PUUS 


BODY GOSS 


DATABANKS! 


AH AY... 
























YBT 

com v 

YOU STILL 
CREPI8LY 
CALL THE 
RESULT 
'''HIM"'? 


PUU? 


IF I WERE 
TO CON¬ 
VERT HIM 
TO AN AC 
PROGRAM, 
HE WOULP 
NO LONGER 
BE HUMAN. 


IT WOULP BE 
NOTHING MORE 
THAN A PIGITAL 
BOX CONTAINING 
A SNAPSHOT OF 
HIS CONSCIOUS¬ 
NESS. 


HE 

WOULP NO 
LONGER 
EVEN 
TRULV BE 
ALIVE. 


AN EXCESS 
OF "LOVE" 
IS NOT AN 
EXCUSE TO 
PO WRONG. 


HOWEVER, 

I HAVE NO 
INTENTION 
OP PUTTING 
SUCH A PLAN 
INTO ACTION. 


HER IDEA IS 
CERTAINLY 
FEASIBLE. BY 
CONVERTING HIS 
MEMORIES TO 
AI, IT WOULD BE 
POSSIBLE TO 
EXTEND OSARAG/ 
HAZUMU'S "LIFE," 
THEORETICALLY 
FOR ETERNITY. 


YET SHE 
SEEMS TO 
HAVE GRASPED 
THE CONCEPT 
OF "LOVE," 
PERHAPS 
EVEN MORE 
COMPLETELY 
THAN I. 


JAN-PUU 
SHOULD BE 
NOTHING 
MORE THAN 
AN ARTIFICIAL 
CREATION... 


HOW 

VERY, VERY 
INTRIGUING. 


IS OBSERVE. 


A SIMPLE 
RECORDING OF 
HIS MEMORIES 
WOULD BRING 
JOY TO NO ONE. 


IN THE 
END, ALL I 
CAN DO... 

























































































X HAVE 
PINPOINTS!? 
yOUR FINAL 
HOUR. 


THE 

CALCULATIONS 
HAVE NOT 
QUITE FINISHED 
BUT THE RESULT 
IS ALL BUT 
AFFIRMEP. 


yOUR FINAL 
MOMENTS... 


OH 


HI, 

ALIEN 

SAN. 


HM? 


WILL COME 
BETWEEN 
TOMORROW 
ANP THE NEXT 
PAy. MIPNIOHT 
ON THE LAST 
PAy OF THE 
CULTURE 
FESTIVAL WILL 
BE youR 
PEATH. 
































































TWILL 

NEVER... 


EVER... 


FORGET 

you... 


#32 The Last Day 
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I FEEL 
SO CALM. 
I WON VSR 
WHY...? 












































V. 






HAZUMU- 
KUN IS THAT 
LIGHT. 


HO, 

THAT'S 

NOT 

QUITS 

RIGHT. 



AT THIS MOMENT... RIGHT NOW, I AM... HAPPY. 



























THE 

THOUGHT THAT 
HAZUMU MIGHT 
VIE KEEPS 
BOUNCING 
AROUNV IN THE 
8AC<0FMY 
M/NV, ANV 
I CAN'T... 






























































































































































































I'LL 

TELL YOU 
EVERYTHING 
AFTER I 
GET HOME 
FROM 
SCHOOL 
TOPAY. 


I'M SORRY 
I COULPN'T 
HAVE BEEN 
A BETTER 
CHILP FOR 
YOU. 


NY AM... 
HAZUMU. 


NNMM.. 
HAZUMU. 


I'LL 

BE BACK 
LATER. 


/ 

- / ' i 































































































































































ACK! I'M 
SORRY!! 

I MEAN IT/ 
REALLY// 


SEMPAI, 
THERE 
YOU ARE/ 
IVE BEEN 
LOOKING 
ALL OVER 
FOR YOU! 


YOU'VE 
GOTTA 
COME AW 
HELP/ 


HUH? 


OKAY. 


.COMING/ 


All THE x 
PLANTS AT 
THE BOOTH ARE 
LOOK I NO LIMP/ 
WE'VE TRIED 
EVERYTHING 
WE COULD THINK 
OF, BUT IT'S 
NOT WORKING// 
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NO, IT'S 
OKAY. X 
SHOULPVE 
BEEN— 
HUH? 


WANT TO 
00 TAKE 
A LOOK HEY... 
AROUNt? i UM... 
ALL THE A 
BOOTHS? 














































I HAVEN'T 
SEEN EITHER 
TOMARI-CHAN 
OR YASUNA- 
CHAN ALL 
PAY. 


YOU 

KNOW. 


7 I MEAN, \ 

TODAY'S THE > 
CULTURE FESTIVAL. 
YOU'RE SUPPOSED 
TO SPEND THE 
WHOLE DAY 
KICKING BACK 
\ AND HA VINO FUN / 
\ WITH YOUR / 
FRIENDS... / 


UH, 

WHY 

NOT? 


WHA? 

"FATE" 


RIOHT? 


C'MON, 

HAZUMU! 


XT'S 

LIKE FATE 
DECIDED 
IT JUST 
WASN'T 
OOINO TO 
WORK OUT 
TODAY. 


BAD 

TIMINO, X 
OUESS... 


HUH 


C'MON, I'LL 
HELP YOU 
LOOK FOR 
THEM. THEY 
CAN'T BE ALL 
THAT HARD 
TO FIND. 


WHAT 
THE HELL 
DOES FATE 
HAFTA DO 
WITH ANY- 
THINO?/ 

















































HAZUMU. 



















































NOT REALLY. x 
WRITE THE WORE? 

for "sissy* IN 

JAPANESE ANV YOU 
USE THE MNJI FOR 
"WOMAN" TWICE. 
SO YOU'RE SIMPLY 
BEINO QUITE 
WOMANLY ANV 
\ FEMININE, 

\ THAT'S ALL. J 


THE 
SISSY 
ME WAS 
GOTTA 
BE 

.FUNNY. 


C'MON, 

LAUGH. 


















































































































JUST UKB THE 
J/AN BIRO. 


THIS 
IS THE 
REASON 
I WAS 
BORN. 


I WAS 
BORN TO 
UVB WITH 
HAZUMU- 
MXJN... 







































WHAT 
TO VO? 
THAT'S 
THE EASY 
PART. 


I PON'T 
KNOW 
WHAT TO 
PO ANY- 
MORE... 


JU5T P<2 
WHAT 

you've 

ALWAYS 

PONE. 


SET MAP 
LIKE YOU 
ALWAYS 
HAVE. 


CRY 

LIKE YOU 
ALWAYS 
HAVE. 


MAYBE 
EVEN TRY 
SCREAM' 
INO LIKE 
YOU PO 
SOME¬ 
TIMES. 


PO WHAT 
YOU'VE 
ALWAYS 
PONE SINCE 
YOU WERE 
A LITTLE 
CHILP. 























THAT'S 
THE WAY 
YOU'VB 
ALWAYS 
BEEN WITH 
HAZUAAU- 
KUN... 
RIGHT? 


THAT'S 
RIOHT... 
THAT'S 
THE WAY 
IT'S 

ALWAYS 

BEEN... 


ANP x 
THAT'S 
THE WAY 
IT ALWAYS 
WILL BB! 


PON T LET 
FATE STEAL 
HAZUMU-KUN 
AWAY... 
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ASUTA. 


I IHAVE 
A SECRET. 
ONE I 
HAVEN'T 
TOLD 
ANYONE 
, YET... 


500N. 


NO MATTER 
HOW MUCH 
WE LOVE 
EACH OTHER, 
SECONDS 
AFTER I TELL 
THEM, I'LL BE 
&ONEH 


/ KNOWING- V 

r THAT, HOW 

CAN X &0 UP \ 

TO SOMEONE 

AND SAY I 

LOVE THEM?/ / 
k IT'D BE / 

\ WRONO// / 


Wt 

A 

l / 

X M jl!, i U if I MEAN, 











m KNOW, 
HAZUMU... 


m 

KNOW. 
























THEY 
HAVEN'T 
THOUGHT 
OP ANYTHING 
EXCEPT you 
THIS WHOLE 
TIME. 


BOTH OP 
THEM HAVE 
BEEN TRYING 
PESPERATELY 
TO COME UP 
WITH ANYTHING 
ANP EVERYTHING 
THEY COULP PO 
POR YOU. 


i BOTH 
OP 

THEM... 


IT WAS 
HARP... 
REALLY 
HARP... 


TO 

KEEP 

QUIET 

ABOUT 

IT. 


WE WAITEP, 
PORCINO 
OURSELVES TO 
SMILE, TRUSTING 
THAT SOME PAY, 
YOU'P COME 
PORWARP... , 


YOUR- 

SELP. 





























THEY KNEW... 
THEY KNEW, 
ANP STILL 
THEY... 





























ABUTA. 


ABUT A, 
I'M 

SORRY.. 


REALLY 

AM. 


ASUTA. 


I'M GlAV 
YOU'Re 
My B£ST 
?R\ew. 
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AS OUR 
MOMENTS 
TOGETHER 
PI LEO UP, ONE 
ON TOP OF THE 
OrTHER, YOU 
SHOWER ME 
THAT THERE 
WERE SOME 
THINGS THAT 
CHANGE... 


YOU 

ANRI... 

WE’VE 

' <?spent 

so.... SO" 

MANY X 
SEASONS 
TOGETHER? 


TOA/WRI- 

CH4N.. 


\\ 

V ANR- X 
OTHERS 
THAT 
NEVER 
RO. 





■??A ■ B HB| 111 HI 

i i i mi 11 n i 

1 ill I I - 11 11 i : I il i 

■ I 111 I 1 1 

r J || III! | . || 5 . | | 

II I 4 


MB 


YOU 

TAUGHT ME 
THAT IT 
COULR MEAN 
SO MANY 
THINGS... 


EXCITEMENT 
ANR PAIN... 
AWXWARR- 
NESS ANR 


\ IT 

, "WAS?" 

WITH 

\ '§You.m 

\THAT 
I FIRST 
RISCOV- 


WHAT/Ti 
\ WAS TO, 

■ LOVE. \ 


YASUNA’ 

OWN... 






































































































































































WHAT 




















































































S«g/l 

































































































so 

PLEASE, 
FOR ONE 
LAST 
TIME... 























INCON¬ 

CEIVABLE. 


AN ERROR 
OF THIS 
MAONITUPE 
HAS NOT BEEN 
SEEN SINCE 
THE EARLIEST 
PAYS OF THE , 
l UNIVERSE/ / 


ONCE-IN- 

15-BILLION- 

YEARS 

MISTAKE... 


WHAT 

HAPPENED? 



























THE 


REFERENCE 


ADJUSTED TO 


THIS PLANET'S 


CHRONOLOGI¬ 


CAL INCRE¬ 


MENTS, IS 


APPROXIMATE¬ 


LY 21,642 


SECONDS. 


HIS 

PEATH 




OTHER 

WORDS.. 


IT WILL. 
BEAT 
6 PM 
TOP AY... 


3AR& 

MOMENTS 

FROM 

NOW// 
























































































■__ ‘—A _J_J IkkJ" 


(U 

Jsgu Mm 
















■ i f- f 


TAM SO. 


IN THE END, 
■ I COULDN'T 
TELL THEM. 


I TRIED... 

BUT I 
COULDN'T. 


I SHOULD'VE 
\jjRJED HARDER.. 
WftfoPEUP MY 
m&PismNER* 






WHA? 







































































MMH... 

WHA...? 


OH 

YSAH... 

THAT'S 

RIGHT. 





















NOT OVER 
HERB... 


T PON'T 
SBBHBR 
ANVWHBRE. 

















I'M 

WAITING. 









































































































GOP. 

DON'T GO 
KILLING 
me OFF 
WHILE I'M 
ASLEEP, 
OKAY? 


WE 

WERE 

SAVED. 


THE CHAIN- 
LINK FENCE 
ACTED AG A 
KIND OF MAT. 
IT SAVED 
OUR LIVES. 


TO BE 
HONEST, 
I DIDN'T 
MG AN TO 
FALL... 


BUT ALL I 
COULD THINK 
ABOUT WAS 
GETTING TO 
YOU. 
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I 

LOVE 

you. 
























































































alwb 

AW 

HERB. 


YOU'Re 

AUVB, 

HAZUMU. 




















































Mm 



THEIR 
HEARTS 
CALLER OUT 
FOR EACH 
OTHER, 
MEROINO 
FOR ONE 
BRIEF 
INSTANT. 


UTILIZING 
THAT INSTANT, I 
SUCCESSFULLy 
TRANSPLANTER 
FATF ORAINS 
FROM KURUSU 
TOMARI TO 
OSARAOI 
HAZUMU. 


SHOULR THEIR 
HEARTS NOT HAVE 
MEROER, HAR ANY 
ROUBT EXISTER 
BETWEEN THEM, 
OSARAOI HAZUMU 
WOULD HAVE RIER 
IN THAT FALL. 


































































TOMA Rl- 
CUAK.. 


I'M 50 
&lAV I 
COULP SEE 
YOU AGA\H. 
SO... SO 
GLAD. 


• AND 
"^■EMOTION 
'■<0, ARB ALL ' 
'EPHEMERAL. 

k//| /V 


^fjusrVj 

Mi BRIEF VI 
FLASHES OF 
" BLINDING 
LIGHT. J 


BUT THAT'S 
a v I WHAT . 
H MAKES /. 

rrso 'A 

PRECIOUS. I 


so\ II 

LET'S , 
KEEP. ^ 
!>TH0SE 
SPARKS 
f AUVE.\, 




























OVER LET'S KEEP 

ANP RECREATING 

OVER. THAT INSTANT.. 
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ONE MONTH LATER 



#35Kashimashi 


Trrrrri 


WHAT'RE 

you 

OETTINO 
NERVOUS 
FOR, you 
PUTZ/ 
YOU'RE 
NOT EVEN 
.PLAYING! 


§ 7 MY. THE 
/ CITY HALL 
V.y AUDITOR!- 

1:^ / !AA /"/U.I 


UM CAN 
CERTAINLY 
HOLD 
QUITE A 
, FEW 
\ PEOPLE. 


YEAH. \ 
I HEARD 
THE LOCAL 
NEWSPA¬ 
PER'S 
HERE 

, TOO. , 
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EVER SINCE 
I GOT OUT 
OF THE 
HOSPITAL... 


/ HAVEN'T HAP A 
SINGLE CHANCE 
TO TALK WITH 

TOO 


INEEP 
TO TELL 











































ITS 
SOME' 
V/NG I 
HAVE 
’O TELL 

you. 




































ARB you 

USTBNING? 


ARB YOU 
THBRB? 


HAZUMU- 

/CUN... 


IS TOMARI- 
CHAN By 
yOURS/OB? 



OPPORTUNE TO 
WATCH yOUR 
FUOWBRS GROW. 


USTBNING TO 
MBPLAy. 












































so 

PLB AS a... 


8BCAUSB 


SOMBONB 


::,4.A 




















POWM 
BVeRM 
LSTTHAJk 
HANt? 
00. jm 
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i 



YASUNA- 


YOUR 
PERFOR¬ 
MS E 
'HAS 
GREAT! 


I OREW 
THESE 
JUST FOR 
TOtW. 


S7 wm TOM Rl 

Q / CHAN/ 

// you a/uki- 

^ CAME/ OH, CHAN/ 
^ THANK \ 

k V you// a 


CH 4 N.. 


HERE 







































f so y 

WHAT'RE 1 
YOU GUYS 
GOING 
TO VO? 
GONNA 
H BAV 
STRAIGHT 
. TO THB 
i PARTY? / 


moA, 
IT'S PITCH 
BLACK OUT 
ALRBAVY! 


NO, THBRB 
ARB SOMB 
THINGS YJB 
NBBV TO 
SHOP FOR, 
FIRST. 






















PRAT. RIBBING 
THEM IS NOT 
NEARLy AS 
ENTERTAINING 
NOW THAT THEy 
PONT OVERRE¬ 
ACT EVERy TIME 
r WE SENP THEM 
ft* OFF ALONE 
Pv- TOGETHER. 


you 

two oo 

ON AHEAP 
WITHOUT 
US. ALONE. 


PUU.'V 


AYUKIN'V 
ANP ASUTA/ 
LONO TIME 
NO SEE/ 


MY, IF % 
IT ISN'T 
JAN- 
k PUU- 
L CHAN/ 


XT'S 

BEEN 

QUITE 

SOME 

TIME, 

SENSEI. 


HN. ' 
THAT 






























H OW ' 
PIP 

THINGS 
00 ? , 


’ HAVE 
YOU 
BEEN 
SEN - 
TENCEP 


yes... 

TO 100 
YEARS. 


PRISON- 

MSNT... 


f ANP 
BXILB 
FROM 
My 
HOME 
PLANET. 


^PPITIONWLLy, 

\ I HAVE BEEN 
) ORPEREP TO 
CONTINUE MV 
OBSERVATIONS 
OF "AO/E" 
PURINO MY 
RESIPENCE ON 
THE PLANET OF 
v My EXILE. ) 


' SO IN 
OTHER 
WORPS.. 


yOU WILL BE 
STAyiNO HERE 
ON OUR PLANET 
FOR AT LEAST 
THE NEXT 
100 yEARS. 

V CORRECT? / 


WILL you 
NEEP A HUMAN 
COLLABORATOR 
IN yOUR OBSER¬ 
VATIONS? 


QUESTION, 

SENSEI... 


^hn?^ 

























LET ME 
THINK 
ABOUT 


0YE-BYE, 

A/UKI-TAN/ 

see you 

SOON/Q? 


OOOl? 

QUES¬ 

TION... 


SEE 

you 

LATER. 


JUST HOW 
ARE you 
PLANNING 
TO DO 
THAT, 
HMM? 


A "COLLABORA¬ 
TOR" IN HIS 
"OBSERVATIONS 
OP LOVE"? 
k YOU...? 


r um... is 

IT JUST 
ME, OR 

have you 

CHANCED? 
L A LOT. 


I THE 1 
ONES 
WHO 

CHANCED 
THE 
MOST 
i ARE, 
\WELL... I 


THE 0/V4X 
ONE WHO 
HASN'T 
CHANCED 
MUCH IS 

you. . 


HOWEVER, 
IT POE 5 
SOUNP 
LIKE A LOT 
OF FUN. 





























^ IF YOU \ 

WANT TO TALK 
WITH HER SOME 
MORE, I'M SURE 
WE COULP FINP 
THE TIME FOR YOU 
AW HER TO H/ANO 
OUT FOR 4WHILE 
, ANO... Y'KNOW... f 
\ STUFF. / 


YOU SURE 
THAT \NAS 
OKAY? WITH 
YASUKA 
AW ALL. 

































"THANK 

YOU." 

THAT'S 


I ONLY 
HAP ONE 
THINS- TO 
SAY TO 
YASUNA- 
CHAN. 


THERE'S 
NOTHING 
ELSE X 
COUIV SAY. 
NOTHING I 
HAP THE 
RISHT TO, 

, ANYWAY. 


THANKS 

FOR 

WORRYING 
ABOUT ME, 
TOMARI- 
CHAN. 




MY AN5WER 
TO ANYTHING 
ELSE 15 ALL 
RIOHT MERE. 


A SMALL 
HAND, HELP 
IN MINS... 


AShmxf, 
^OIRU WHO/ 
-HAS STOOP 

by My sipe/ 

PROTECTING 
^ME tOW// 
WAS/ LONG / 
AS'I CA N 
REMEMBER. 


























love 
you . 









WE'RE 
STILL IN 
PUBLIC, 
/'KNOW// 


HEE 
HEE. I 
KNOW. 


IT'S 

OKAY 


I KNOW 

you CAN'T 

HELP IT, 
BUT THAT 
DOESN'T 
MAKE yOU 
ANy LESS 
OF A PUTZ. 


ANywAy, 
LET'S 
HURRY 
TO THE 
PARTY, 
OKAY? 


EVERY¬ 
BODY'S 
WAITING 
FOR US/ 


TOMORROW 
IS NOT ONLY 
CHRISTMAS 
DAY, BUT IT 
IS ALSO MY 
BIRTHDAY/ 


OH, 

WHAT A 
WONDER¬ 
FUL, 

SPLENDID 
DAY IT 
IS// 



i 

I PLEASE V s — 
LET ME r—i 
1 TAKE THIS 1 
\ OPPORTU- ) 

\ NITY... 

r 

J GOOD \ 
EVENING, \ 
EVERY- 
\ ONE/ j 




TO PERSONALLY 

/i| 



THANK YOU ALL 

■ 




FOR GRACIOUSLY 

\ A 




ATTENDING THIS 




CHRISTMAS EVE 




PARTY THAT I, 


Ky 1" iW\ r\ 


TSUKI NAMIKO, 


yf'fl/ ft \ ] 


AM THROWING 


nf /|\V-| | 


FOR MYSELF/^? 



































OOOH, A 

WWW 

toooo 



























































"KASHI- 

MASHI: 


Kashimashi 
—Girl Meets Girl— 

THE END 



























YUKI- 


MARU 


THAMfc 

YOU/ 


picking up 


f his mart^a 


M eerin(^ 


AlsIP 


COSPA 

SUKliKIE PfygEK! 

XMUGAMI- PAjgW 

SAM A E-PITORS 

kU&OTA-SAMA 

ICONPO-SAMA 









Secret 1 

The Secret of Her Arrivals 















































K WxnowTnow 

THAT, I TH/NXh 
/ fABOUT* IT, 1 
>,.Mayuu ALWAYS ■ 
v Mmte tenps to 

Jlllf t SHOW up 
WS t RIGHT, WHENJi 

11111 PONT WANTm 
Jj|lf ANYBOPYTO 1 

* see... M 


■ *; iMvsvv f i rw f !. f 

mentions rrm 
\AYUXI ALWAYS M 
POES SEEM TO 
m POP UP ATM 
JUST, THE R/GHTA 
Wjm/NSTANT*TOm 
/TOTALLY, CRUSH 
Wany CHANCE I 
ZhAPjOR MAXING 
mgfA MOYE ON 
^mHAZUMU... 


' my, 

THAT vote 
SOUNP OVV. 
AyUKI-CHAN 
ALWAYS HAS 
BEEN A VERy 
SECRETIVE 
, PERSON, 

V THOUGH. A 


oh, you 
I WERE 
WONPERINO 
ABOUT 
THAT, HM? 

WELL, 
HAZUMU- 
KUN, IT'S— 
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WHAT IS 
IT, AYUKI- 
CHAN? 


COM¬ 
PLETE 
AND 
UTTER 
COINCI¬ 
DENCE. 
PAy 
IT NO 
MIND... 


























































































Secret 2 

The Secret of Her Club 
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Secret 3 

The Secret of the Two of Them 
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stays* . . . 

\WITH«H£R 
£XP£RI MENTAL 
SSUgJJggTSr 


■M 800 P; 

!s>clgNTI5T« 


OH, 60 
A5UTA 16 
AyUKI-CHAN'6 
GUINEA PIG. 


I'M A 
GUINEA 
PIG...? 


A6UTA. 


mz?a 


I WILL TAKE 
CARE OF YOU 
FOR THE RE6T 
OF youR 
NATURAL LIFE, 
IF yOU'P LIKE. 






















NO, 

THANK 

YOUUUU 

~rr 

• m 







































































i m, \ 
what \ 

ABOUT 
IN WISH 
SCHOOL OR 
. COLLEOE . 


W NO, NOT 

r even a 

, CUMMER 

My op OMP. 

pays as a 

STUPENT ^ 

WERE ^^ 
EMPTY ANP , 
BLEAK... 


xp w 

IT W0ULP 

com 

SOON/ 
.SOON// / 


sy THE WAy, 
THIS WAS 
HER PHysICAL 
APPEARANCE 
PURINC 
APOLESCENCE. 


L/f 














































































JAPANESE HONORIFICS GUIDE 

To ensure that all character relationships appear as they were originally intended, all character names 
have been kept in their original Japanese name order with family name first and given name second. 
For copyright reasons, creator names appear in standard English name order. 

In addition to preserving the original Japanese name order. Seven Seas is committed to ensuring that 
honorifics—polite speech that indicates a person’s status or relationship towards another individu¬ 
al—are retained within this book. Politeness is an integral facet of Japanese culture and we believe 
that maintaining honorifics in our translations helps bring out the same character nuances as seen in 
the original work. 

The following are some of the more common honorifics you may come across while reading this and 
other books: 

-san - The most common of all honorifics, it is an all-purpose suffix that can be used in any situation 
where politeness is expected. Generally seen as the equivalent to Mr., Miss, Ms., Mrs., etc. 

-sama - This suffix is one level higher than “-san” and is used to confer great respect upon an 
individual. 

-dono - Stemming from the word “tono,” meaning “lord,” “-dono” signifies an even higher level 
than “-sama,” and confers the utmost respect. 

-kun - This suffix is commonly used at the end of boys’ names to express either familiarity or endear¬ 
ment. It can also be used when addressing someone younger than oneself or of a lower status. 

-chan - Another common honorific. This suffix is mainly used to express endearment towards girls, 
but can also be used when referring to little boys or even pets. Couples are also known to use the 
term amongst each other to convey a sense of cuteness and intimacy. 

Sempai - This title is used towards one’s senior or “superior” in a particular group or organization. 
“Sempai” is most often used in a school setting, where underclassmen refer to upperclassmen as 
“sempai,” though it is also commonly said by employees when addressing fellow employees who 
hold seniority in the workplace. 

Kouhai - This is the exact opposite of “sempai,” and is used to refer to underclassmen in school, 
junior employees at the workplace, etc. 

Sensei - Literally meaning “one who has come before,” this title is used for teachers, doctors, or 
masters of any profession or art. 



Oniisan - This title literally means “big brother.” First and foremost, it is used by younger siblings 
towards older male siblings. It can be used by itself or attached to a person’s name as a suffix (-ni- 
isan). It is often used by a younger person toward an older person unrelated by blood, but as a sign of 
respect. Other forms include the informal “oniichan” and the more respectful “oniisama.” 

Oneesan - This title is the opposite of “Oniisan” and means “big sister.” Other forms include the 
informal “oneechan” and the more respectful “oneesama.” 


TRANSLATION NOTES 


■ Page 18, Panel 1 

A bokken is a wooden katana, used in practicing kendo forms. 

■ Page 39, Panel 1 

Ikebana is the Japanese art of flower arrangement. It has a long history as one of the arts that 
women traditionally studied in preparation for marriage. Today, ikebana is still practiced at 
ceremonies and parties, and taught at specialty schools. 

■ Page 80, Panel 4 

Dango are sticky dumplings made from rice flour, often served three or four at a time on a skewer. 
They come in many different flavors and seasonings. Koshian is strained sweet-bean paste, and 
Tsubuan is sweet-bean jelly. 

■ Page 91, Panel 4 

The jian is a mythological Chinese bird that has only one eye and one wing. Two of these birds fuse 
together to become one whole bird. If one half should die, the other dies soon afterwards. They’re 
considered to symbolize the bond between husband and wife in marriage. 

■ Page 166, Panel 1 

“Kashimashi” literally means “noisy” or “chatty.” Ayuki is referring to an old Japanese proverb: 
“When three women gather, it’s kashimashii.” This saying is also where we get the title of this 
series from, the three women being Yasuna, Tomari, and Hazumu. 
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This book reads from 
right to left, Japanese 
style. To read from the 
beginning, flip the book 
over to the other side, 
start with the top right 
panel, and take it from 
there. 


If this is your first time 
reading manga, just 
follow the diagram. It 
may seem backwards at 
first, but you'll get used 
to it! Have fun! 













The Can't-Miss Conclusion To The Hit 
Gender-Bending Comedy! 



Just a few months ago, Hazumu's life changed forever. 
Now, even stronger winds of change blow upon 
our former male hero. In this heart-wrenching final 
volume of the series, the chaotic all-girl love 
triangle comes to a shocking resolution 
in the face of Hazumu's 
biggest challenge yet... 
her own mortality. 
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